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e sky like generations of elders
reaching for wisdom, the Little Bear River Tribe had lived for centuries. Their lives were woven into the
rhythm of the seasons.
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Their traditions guided by the whispers of the wind through the trees and the wisdom passed down through
generations. But the whispers had begun to change. The seasons were shifting, becoming unpredictable.
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Long, dry summers gave way to flash floods, and the winters were no longer as cold as the stories told.
The elder, Chief White Eagle, had noticed the subtle changes first, the unusual migrations of birds, the
delayed budding of plants, the weaker runs of salmon up the river.
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The tribal council gathered, facing the daunting challenge of these environmental shifts. Young Hawk, a
spirited youth, suggested seeking help from outside organizations, hoping for modern solutions. But
Chief White Eagle, his eyes reflecting the wisdom of generations, reminded them, "Our ancestors have
faced change before, and their knowledge is our compass.”



He spoké of the Traditiona[ Ecolg-i-cal Kole (TEK —the accmulated‘Wisom about their local
ecosystems, passed down through oral traditions and practices. Inspired by the Chief's words, the
community turned to the land itself, observing with renewed attention the subtle signs and patterns of

nature.
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They began to implement age-old practices, waffle gardens and culture burning. These had been refined
through generations, to counter the erratic shifts in climate. The changing rainfall patterns, for instance,
threatened their fields. What’s that?

The definitions for both are on the next couple of pages.
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The forest, tended with the wisdom of fire, remained vibrant and resilient. The tribe resurrected their
ancient waffle gardens, a method of planting corn in small, raised beds with surrounding walls that

helped retain moisture and regulate soil temperature, shielding crops from both drought and excessive
rainfall.




They also initiated a program of selective harvesting and seed saving, ensuring they had access to native
crop varieties known for their resilience in changing conditions. The threat of wildfires, exacerbated by the
longer dry periods, was addressed through the practice of cultural burning.




Under the guidance of elders who remembered the precise rhythms of fire, controlled burns were
conducted to clear underbrush and promote the growth of fire-resistant plant species, minimizing the risk of
larger, uncontrolled blazes.

“Wow! Those elders were wise to pass all that information to the younger generations”.




But their resilience wasn't solely about practical measures. It was also deeply rooted in their spiritual
connection to the environment. They held ceremonies of gratitude for the land and water, reaffirming their
sacred relationship with all living things.




They taught the younger generations the ancestral stories of the animals and plants, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of life and their responsibility to care for the land for future generations, following
the wisdom of the Seven Generations principle.

“What’s the Seven Generations principle?”



The Seventh™
Generation Principle

The Seventh Generation Principle is
based on an ancient Haudenosaunee
(Iroquois)* philosophy,-thatthe
decisions we make today should result
in a sustainable world seven
generations into the future.

The Seven Generations principle emphasizes that decisions made today should consider the well-being
and impact on the next seven generations. It’s the responsibility of the present generation to protect the
environment, culture, and resources for those who will inherit them.



The Little Bear River Tribe’s efforts drew the attention of neighboring communities and even some
government agencies. They shared their knowledge, demonstrating how traditional wisdom, combined
with modern observation and adaptation, could create a powerful path forward.
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Years passed. The climate continued its unpredictable dance, but the Little Bear River Tribe stood strong.
Their fields, nurtured by ancestral methods, continued to provide sustenance. The forest, tended with the

wisdom of fire, remained vibrant and resilient.



They had shown that the deepest connection to the environment wasn't just about preserving the past,
but using its wisdom to adapt, innovate, and create a sustainable future, where the whispers of the
ancestors echoed in the rustling leaves, guiding generations to come.
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